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     Merry Christmas – Simple Christmas 
 

 When you read this, the holiday season will be in   
 full swing.  Black Friday is over, but “Black Friday”  
 sales will continue until Christmas Eve.  We’ll all  
 dread the thought of having to go to the store – any store – this time of year.  It is  
 funny how people crave the “Christmas Spirit” in others, but don’t show too much 

of it themselves, especially in a long checkout line at the store. 
My message for the two weeks before Black Friday – I mean Thanksgiving, although 

television commercials sure seemed to talk a lot more about Friday than Thursday – was that as 
followers of Jesus, we need to be counter-cultural and not get caught up worshiping the god of 
stuff this holiday season.  We need to concentrate more on building relationships with those we 
love rather than define our love by the volume and expense of the gifts we buy.   

I encouraged you to consider alternative gifts this year, such as those offered by The 
Heifer Project, or supporting local missions such as People-to-People, Flat Rock Homes, or Berea 
Children Services.  Our own Food Pantry and Christseeker Christmas Basket Program would 
welcome a donation in honor of someone you love. 

When someone asks you what you’d like for Christmas, be a bit counter-cultural and say 
you’d like a flock of geese, or a water well.  Use their puzzled look as an open door to explain 
how Christmas isn’t your birthday – it’s Jesus’ birthday, and you want this year to be a simple 
Christmas – one that shows love and honor to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and one that 
shares our blessings with those who are truly in need. 

Be sure to invite someone to our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7:00 p.m. and our 
Christmas Day worship at 10:00 a.m.  Both services promise to be Spirit-filled – and yes, a bit 
simple, too – a simple time of worship of our one true God who loves each one of us and loves us 
together as His body, called to share His love to all we meet. 

 

God is good, all the time – Merry Christmas 
          Pastor Chuck 

 

 

The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem  

Our Advent Bible study has begun, but you are still welcome to join us each Sunday in December 
in the Sanctuary during the Sunday school hour for a brief (10 min) video presentation as Rev. 
Adam Hamilton takes us from Nazareth to Bethlehem in a fascinating on-location look at the 
birth of Jesus Christ.  Those new to Sunday school are welcome, too.  You can join an existing 
class for discussion, or stay in the Sanctuary as Pastor Chuck leads us in a thoughtful discussion 
of each video lesson.  We’ll watch the final segment during our Christmas Day worship. 

CHRISTMAS OPEN 

HOUSE 
 

Linda and Pastor Chuck 
invite everyone for food 
and fellowship on Sunday 

December 18th, from 
2:00-4:30 p.m. at the 

Parsonage, 361 W. 
Sunset.  Come and stop 
by to share the blessings 
of this holiday season. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING SEWCIAL GROUP 

Merry Christmas from the Wednesday Morning Sewcial Group!!  Do you need a  

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA for someone special in your life?  We want to give you an  

opportunity to purchase a beautiful full sized Ohio Star hand pieced and quilted for that  

person.   
 

The Quilting Group is very busy at this time finishing a full sized quilt.  At the same time, we are 

working on banners for the front of the church.  This month’s project is an Advent Banner, while we 

just finished a Thanksgiving one a few weeks ago.  In the meantime we are also working on a T-shirt 

quilt and several baby quilts.  
 

Would you like to join the fun?  There is always room for someone else to cut, piece, press and quilt.  

We meet from 9am-12pm on Wednesday mornings in the basement of the church.  We laugh, pray, 

share each others burdens and praise the Lord for His goodness to all of us. 
 

If you would like to be a part of this ministry but do not do any type of sewing, we still NEED YOU!!  

You may donate any amount of money toward a special banner or quilt for or in memory of a friend 

or loved one.  You can do that by helping to fund these projects.  Donations and requests may be 

dropped off at the church office Monday-Friday mornings. 
 

For answers to questions about this ministry, please contact any of the following regulars:  Deb 

Thompson, Nancy McMillan, Pauline Rastorfer, Anita Frase, Dorothy Gillman, or Marilyn Hofacre.  

You may obtain their phone numbers in the church office.  We hope to hear from you soon! 

 

FOOD PANTRY 
Novemberõs cooks were John Lunter, Duane Ryland, Bob Hopton and Vernon 
Winchell, the Menõs Rotary Group.  The meal was ham, Duaneõs twice baked 
potatoes, green beans and dessert.  All enjoyed their Thanksgiving dinner.  
Thanks to all who packed and put things out on Tuesday and carried bags  
to cars on Wednesday.  Thanks to Nancy McMillan for the hand -made  Christmas  
cards in each bag.  We served 81 families, 6 new families and 186 people, the most ever.  
Every shelf and freezer is empty.  
 

Decemberõs Food Pantry will be the Christmas Baskets.  Food Pantry will resume on 
January 18, 2012.  Bob and Anita Frase will be cooking turkey and noodles for the meal.  
If you can help with side dishes and dessert and maybe lend a helping hand, talk to them.  
You can Approach the Community for donation to our churchõs Community Food Pantry.  
It is always a good thing to get people involved.  Mark and Lynn will  do the shopping with 
your donation if you like,  Save you energy and gas money.  HELP IS NEEDED!!   
 
WOMENôS BIBLE STUDY 
The Women’s Bible Study will meet for an hour of prayer for our church on Thursday, December 1st  
from 6:30 - 7:30pm.  Anyone and everyone is welcome. 
 

COOKIE WALK 

You are invited to the 18th Annual UMW Cookie Walk on Saturday, December 3rd, 10am - sold out. 

        There will be lots of cookies, candies, pumpkin rolls, breads, and other goodies for sale! 

                     Only $6/pound!!  Also, we need cookie bakers.  If you would be willing to make any 

            of these goodies for the Cookie Walk, please fill out the form in Sundayôs bulletin and  

  drop it in the offering plate, or contact Pat Seiler.  Thanks! 

 

THE RITTMAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY KNUPP CHURCH CHRISTMAS  

The Rittman Historical Society invites you to our annual Christmas Caroling at Knupp 
Church on December 4th at 3pm.  Please join us for caroling and fellowship. The 
Copenhavers will be our guests.  Come and bring a friend!  

 



CHRISTMAS BASKETS  

Please be in prayer for our Christmas Basket project this year.  Below is a schedule of 
events:  
 

December 10th  -   Toy shopping; Saturday 8am  
December 13th  -   Toy wrapping; Tuesday 7pm @ Presbyterian Church on North St.  

December 14th  -   Can sorting and box making; Wednesday 7pm in Social Hall  
December 17th  -   Packing and delivery; Saturday 8am  
 

Come one -  come all!  All hands are appreciated.  
 

To call in for someone to receive a basket:  330 -925 -4025  Monday, November 28th 
through Friday, December 9th between 9am -  1pm.  
 

          Betty Winchell, Coordinator  
 

PRESCHOOL 

Thanks to all who came to the Preschool Program.  The children did a great job!  

Thanks also to Betty Winchell and the Preschool Committee for the Fellowship Hour 

after church.  The holidays are upon us so we will be busy with Christmas Projects.  Our party 

will be on December 8th with Pastor Chuck as our guest reader.  
 

MISSIONS  
Thanks to all who filled a box for a child to open this Christmas for Operation Christmas Child.  
There were 30 boxes filled for this Samaritanôs Purse Project.  Sandy Gasser with the help of her 
father, Roger Williams, organized this churchôs program.  United Methodist Women helped with the 
shipping cost. 
 

PRAYERS NEEDED: 

Irene    Sally  

Niles    Carl      

Vernon   Irene K. 

Bertha     Lynn 

Pat    Matt 

Jimôs eyes       

Baby Chaia - heart   

Kathyôs parents 

Kindergarten boy 

Kay K. - bitten on nose by dog 

Katherine (mother of 6 children) - cancer 

Kelly - gall bladder 

Rod Thompsonôs mother surgery 

Judy Brittonôs father surger 
 

Hello and much love to our friends at the nursing homes: 

Virginia Bigler - Autumnwood Care Center  Dorothy DeMass  -  Canton Christian Home 

Wanda Fawcett  -  Apostolic Home   Carl Schwab  -  Autumnwood Care Center 

Charles Massie  -  Autumnwood Care Center Marcy Taylor  -  Autumnwood Care Center 



 
 
 

10th Homer & Susan Feikert 
19th Bob & Kim Rastorfer 
21st Chris & Vicki Hartlaub 
22nd Dave & Kathy Berg 
24th Bob & Anita Frase  

 
   

 
- UMW DATES -  

 

December 3  

10am Cookie Walk  
 

December 7  
    11:30am Beth Circle   

Christmas Luncheon  
 

 

December 

Birthdays  

 

  

 

 

 

     
 3rd    Mark Turnbow 
 7th    Joe Emerson     
 9th    Sue Baker 
    Debbie Knapic        
12th    Duane Ryland 
14th    Pam Chipps 
15th    Matt McClain  
16th    Peggy Copley  
18th    Zachary Baillis     
23rd    Ryan Beckett     
24th    Edith McKenzie 
27th    Rita Blough     
31st    Melanie Schumacher 

BELL RINGERS NEEDED 

We need your help to ring 

the bell for our local 

Salvation Army unit at the 

IGA from November 28th -  

December 24th.  We need people to ring 

from 8:00am until 8:00pm.  Please 

consider signing up for an hour or two.  

The sign up sheet is hanging on the 

window in the narthex.  For more 

information call Pastor Bud at the 

Rittman Grace Brethren Church  -   

330- 925- 3626.  

At  Christmas time, you find yourself 
refreshed by cheerful people.   

Why not make an honest effort to 
confer that pleasure on others? 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School Classes meet at 10am-10:45am following the 9am Contemporary Service. 
 

Otterbein Class  -  Joanna Shankland, teacher 
New Hope Class  -  Nicole Chizmadia, teacher 
Christ Seekers Class  -  Rod Thompson, teacher 
Fellowship Class  -  Dave Berg, teacher 
 

These classes all meet on the first floor of the church 
 

Children’s Sunday School Classes: 
 

Nursery  -  1st floor 
Pre-kindergarten  - 1st floor 
Kindergarten thru’ High School  -  lower level of church 



Maryôs Meanderings 
 

The Advent Wreath  

 
During the Advent/Christmas season we have an advent wreath at our church as do 

many other churches. This tradition is celebrated in all denominations including 
Orthodox, Catholic, Mainline Protestant and Evangelical. It is a tradition that cuts 
across denominational the theological boundaries, something that I personally embrace 

since my background faith tradition is Catholic and my current is Mainline Protestant.  
 

The advent wreath dates back to the beginning of the 19th century in Europe. It is 
usually made of styrofoam or grapevine covered with evergreen foliage. It is arranged 

with 4 or 5 candles, 3 or 4 of which are in a circle, along with one in the center, each 
representing a message for us about our Lord.  
 

The wreath itself represents victory as in Christ's victory over sin and death. The shape 
of the wreath itself and of the candles symbolizes Christ's eternity, as a circle has no 

beginning or end. The evergreeens mean that He is ever with us. Sometimes holly 
branches are used, the berries representing the shedding of Christ's blood.  
 

The Advent candles mean the light of Christ coming into the world. The first candle is 
the Prophet's candle -- representing HOPE. The second Sunday's candle is the Bethlehem 

candle -- representing FAITH or preparation. The third candle is the Shepherd's candle --
symbolizing JOY. The fourth Sunday's candle is the Angel's candle -- symbolizing PEACE. 
The fifth candle is Christ's candle -- which stands for LOVE.  

 
The colors of the candles have meaning as well. The first 2 or 3 are usually purple 

meaning royalty and also representing the color of suffering and the darkness of sin, 
connecting Jesus' birth and crucifixion and His triumph over sin. Sometimes there is a 
blue candle which represents creation, the sky. Pink means joy which is some traditions 

means we are almost there or halfway through our journey to Christmas. And a tall 
white candle sometimes placed in the middle of the wreath represents Christ's purity. 

It's location in the center of the wreath is central and radiant. (Some wreaths place the 
white candle in the circle with the rest.) The 3 purple candles can also represent the 
Three Wise Men and the pink one the Virgin Mother of God, Mary.  

 
Each Sunday of Advent a new candle is lit. A family lights a candle as a passage is 

read. The four weeks are a period of waiting also signifying the four centuries of waiting 
between the last prophet Malachi and the birth of Jesus. This wonderful tradition is both 
and audio and visual reminder of the true meaning of Christmas  

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
Just want to say thank you to the "Backyard Missions" for the work on one of my 
windows resulting in a dry basement for me. I helped on one of the first projects of 

fixing a fence for a women in Rittman which was a very gratifying experience and am 
now truly grateful for the help with a problem that I had been grappling with for awhile. 

Special thanks to the Turnbows and the Gassers.  

 



What If Itôs Objectively The Truth?  By Cal Thomas 

from the Wooster Daily Record December 2010   
submitted by Sally Schwab  
 

Suppose what some call the “Christmas Story” is true - all of it, from the angels, to the virgin 
birth, to God taking on human flesh.  By this, I don’t mean to suggest it is true only for those 
who believe it to be true, but what if it is objectively true, no matter what the deniers say?  
What difference would it make?  Should it make any difference? 
 

The narrative and the quotations written by the physician named Luke and by John, the closest 
disciple to Jesus of Nazareth, are unique and exclusive.  The genealogical line of Jesus 
compiled by Matthew the tax collector is impressive and compelling. 
 

The words spoken by Jesus and recorded by these men are phenomenal.  They expose the 
inner darkness of Man, offering a roadmap out, while also revealing the light of God, offering 
directions into His presence.  The information provided by witnesses to these events is either 
true, or not.  The claims leave no room for middle ground, despite what some “theologians” 
claim. 
 

If they are not true, one must conclude ”the greatest story ever told” was the result of the 
greatest conspiracy in history from which not a single “conspirator” later recanted.  The One 
who spoke such heart-warming words, as C.S. Lewis has noted, was either a liar, a fool, or He 
told the truth.  There are no other options. 
 

The “conspiracy” would have to have stretched over thousands of years, from the time of the 
Prophets to the modern era when millions continue to claim their lives have been transformed 
by this carpenter with no formal training, no college degree and no influence with the reigning 
religious and secular authorities of His day. 
 

Among other things skeptics have to contend with is why would so many people claim the story 
is true, including what would occur at the end of Jesus’ life on Earth, when they had nothing to 
gain in this life by promoting a lie?  In fact, they invited persecution from the religious 
authorities, along with imprisonment and death from the Roman rulers who treated any 
perceived or actual challenge to Caesar as a capital offense. 
 

Of course the story is fantastic.  But who would want to follow a God that can be defined and 
understood by human logic?  Such a God would not be worth knowing because He would be 
created in our image. 
 

I suspect even those who don’t believe the story secretly wish it were true.  Who, or what else, 
offers the hope, cleansing and purpose for this life - as well as eternal life - like that presented 
by this child-man-God?  In an age when love means lust and is too often conditional, this story 
offers a love that is personal, redemptive and unconditional. 
 

Christmas is the great story of God becoming human in order that humans might dwell with 
Him.  It is about the helper helping those who cannot help themselves no matter how hard they 
try. 
 

It is a gift better than anything the fictional Santa Claus could give.  And it is a gift that keeps 
on giving into eternity, never losing its value, unlike stock portfolios. 
 

Come on, what have you got to lose - only everything - by considering this greatest of all 
stories?  Maybe you believed the story as a child, but with maturity came skepticism and later 
unbelief.   
 

Try reading it again as an adult.  It truly is the ultimate gift and it has your (and my) name on it.  
It fits all who try it on and has the additional benefit of having been paid for by someone else.  
This gift never wears out.  Once accepted, it so satisfies that people rarely return it.  For what 
could it be exchanged? 
 

Can anyone name a better gift that has produced more positive and welcome results around 
the world for more than 2,000 years? 
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Prayer Connexion @ 8:00am 
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May the miracle of His 

birth light your way 

through the coming year. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!  


